
TERM: DEFINITION:

100 Years War 1337-1453, conflict between French and 
English crowns for the control of France.  
A significant disaster for Europe that 
would lead indirectly to the enlightenment.

Abbasids (750 CE) Replaced the Ummayyad dy-
nasty, by 850 Muslim nation stretched 
from Asia to Atlantic, it had stable cur-
rency, a multi-ethnic political system, 
trade, and legal system

Abbey Schools Taught latin and bible, each had a chan-
cellor, created by Charlemagne to educate 
the Holy Roman Empire

Abu Hanifa (699-767 CE) Founder of the earliest 
Sunni legal school, codified Muslim law

Academic Freedom Concept that in a dynamic education sys-
tem faculty need to be able to explore and 
do research wherever that research may 
take them without political interference.

Academy First school of higher learning, created by 
Plato

Achaemenids (BCE 540) King of the Persian Empire, 
one of the first region spanning empires, it 
took control of Mesopotamia, created a 
central postal service, set up a system of 
roads, freed the Jewish upper class from 
exile, and came into conflict with the 
Greeks.

Active Learning “Do” to learn, the brain creates learning 
structures based on experiences, active 
participation
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Acta Diurna Roman posting on a piece of tin in front of 
the senate so that the Rome public would 
know what was going on in the senate 
everyday - the “Acts of the Day (of the 
Senate).  An early newspaper.

Acquisition First step of the education and communi-
cation process where information is dis-
covered by a process of research, creative 
expression, or by searching for previous 
art.

Administration The nominal leadership of the university, 
limited in authority by shared governance 
and a board of trustees.

Aeschylus Greek who wrote the Persians which was 
a source of information about the Persian 
invasion of Greece, known as the “father 
of tragedy”

al-Biruni (973-1048 CE) Pioneered history, com-
parative religion, scientific mechanics, and 
math

al-Jazari (1136-1206 CE) Developed mechanical 
industrial engineering 

al-Khwarizmi Introduced the Hindu numeral to the Ab-
basids

al-Mansur Founded the House of Wisdom - a library 
based school of the Caliphate era.

al-Shaybani Pupil of Hanifa, wrote Zahir al-riwaya

al-Uqlidisi (920-980 CE) Wrote Arithemetics of Al-
Uqlidisi, outlined the theory of decimal 
fractions
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Alciun of York Monk, asked by Pepin the short to teach 
Charlemagne, forms foundation for abbey 
schools

Alexander the Great Roman ruler who expanded the empire 
and took over Persia, Greece, and sur-
rounding Mediterranean area, pupil of Ar-
istotle who spread Aristotleʼs teachings

Aramaic Language of Mesopotamia and the Per-
sian Empire - one of the first Lingua Fran-
cas, spoken by Jesus.

Archiving Fourth step of the education and commu-
nication process where information is pre-
served for later use.

Aristotle Greek philosopher who studied at the 
Academy, teacher of Alexander the Great, 
pupil of Plato, created the Lyceum school, 
emphasized research

Ash-Shafi (767-820 CE) Founded Sunni school 
Shafiʼi school

Augustine of Hippo Saint Augustine who attempted to apply 
scholasticism to Greek/Catholic tradition

Augustus Caesar Responsible for finishing off dictatorship of 
Rome by eliminating remaining senate 
members, won the battle of Actium, step-
son of Julius Caesar who took over after 
the death of Caesar

Avicenna (980-1037 CE) Outlined experimental 
medicine, wrote The Canon of Medicine, 
after Galens
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Battle of Actium (BCE 31) Battle between Octavium and 
Mark Anthony that Octavian wins, Octa-
vian changes his name to Augustus Cae-
sar

Battle of Poitiers (732 CE) Battle where the Muslim Um-
mayyad Dynasty was defeated by Charles 
Martel, stopped Muslim expansion into 
Europe 

Bill of Rights Thomas Jefferson was a primary author of 
the bill of rights, freedom of speech comes 
from the enlightenment, first amendment

Black Plague (1348-1353 CE) Killed over half of 
Europeʼs population in 100 years, had a 
significant effect on the coming of the En-
lightenment by breaking down traditional 
barriers to human advancement at a time 
when an educational system existed to 
take advantage of this weakening of social 
order. 

Board of Trustees External auditing board that makes the 
main mission of a university and directs 
the operations of that mission primarily 
through the handling of money issues.

Bologna One of the first universities started by stu-
dents, taught canon and civil law

Bottom-Up Model Traditional model of a university in which 
the faculty elects a chair, the chair elects 
the deans, and the deans elects a provost, 
most universities today are made up of a 
combination of both the top-down and 
bottom-up models
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Boyer Model Model of tenure, assumes that research 
takes many forms and not just in the form 
of publishing a book or article, changes 
the concept of publication

Caliphate First system of government established by 
Islam after the end of the Fitna

Cambridge University that split from Oxford after a 
disagreement between students and the 
town turned violent.

Canonical Preservation Concept that the information we have 
gathered from the past was preserved be-
cause it was important when it was cre-
ated and what we consider important to-
day was probably lost because it was not 
important then, if a document is important 
enough to be preserved over time then itʼs 
canon

Cathedral Schools Created with the explicit purpose of train-
ing educated clergy

Cave Paintings (36,000 BP) Lascaux cave paintings, chil-
dren paint or trace alongside of adults, 
first proof of exo-genetic communication

Cenobitic Tradition Monastic tradition: work, brotherhood, 
modesty, and learning - lead to the pres-
ervation of literature in many monasteries.

Chair Person who holds a significant position in 
teaching, research, or service and is often 
elected to run an academic unit

Chancellor The head of an Abbey school
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Charlemagne Son of Pepin the short, pupil of Alciun of 
York, started Abbey schools

Charles Martel Takes kingship of France over the Roman 
Empire, won the Battlie of Poitiers, turned 
down the Roman crown to stay the Frank-
ish king

Citizen Equal owners of the state they live in

Classical Greece City states of Athens and Sparta rise, 
eventually adopted voting, duty to be gen-
erally educated, required to serve in the 
military/public office

Commons Third estate of feudalism (workers)

Companies The companies where medieval merce-
naries released from fighting during the 
hundred years war, who took up banditry 
and caused a general loss in confidence 
in the feudal system.

Constantine I (306-337 CE) Roman Emperor, divided 
the empire into two administrative units  
(East and West) and adopted his motherʼs 
religion - Christianity, leading to greater 
freedom of religion.  Founded the new 
capital of the Empire in the east, Constan-
tinople.

Constantinople Eastern capital of the west Roman empire, 
formerly the Greel city of Byzantium.

Cordova Center of Muslim learning, where Gerbert 
was exposed to higher learning
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Core Curriculum Courses that a university or a department 
sees as essential to the general education 
of a student

Cradle of Civilization (Before 3000 BCE) Where writing first ap-
peared, river valleys of Tigris-Euphrates 
and Nile, Archaic period in Egypt, Jemdet 
Nasr period in Sumer

Crusades Religious wars triggered after the Millen-
nium by European Christians hoping to 
recapture Jerusalem from the Muslims.

Cunieform Earliest form of writing, accounting system 
that gained grammar and vocabulary, 
emerged from the cradle of civilization

Cyrus the Great (560 BCE) Persian ruler that took over 
Egypt, created a mail system, roads, uni-
versal law, and universal worship of Zoro-
astrianism

Dead Sea Scrolls Early Jewish religious writings, thousands 
of fragments of biblical documents discov-
ered in caves along side the Dead Sea

Dean Head of a college, in the bottom up model 
a dean is an elected representative of the 
faculty, in a top down model a dean repre-
sents the administration

Democritus Atomic theory, praised by Aristotle

Department Usually the smallest division of faculty in a 
university, based on people in similar 
fields of research, the only smaller division 
is a program
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Distribution Third step of the education and communi-
cation process where information is 
transmitted to an audience.

Dryopithicus (9-12 million years BP) ancestors of hu-
mans, earliest link between humans and 
apes

Dynamic Education system that emphasizes re-
search and development of new knowl-
edge

Edict of Milan (313 CE) Splits the Empire into two parts

Egypt Nation around the Nile river, one of the 
earliest stable empires.

El Name for a Hebrew god, was recognized 
as its own god before the Exile

Enlightenment The period of time of great artistic, scien-
tific, and social advance, leading to a sta-
ble middle class, rational thought, and the 
development of new social contracts.

Enquiry into Plants (Book) Written by Theophrastus, first basis 
for botany and non-human life science

Eschatological The study of the end of times

Estates Four estates: nobles, priests, commons, 
merchants

Exile (589-539 BCE) Period of time after the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Babyloni-
ans when Jewish leaders were taken into 
exile.  Ended when the Persians took over 
Mesopotamia.
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Exo-Genetic Communi-
cation

Non-genetic communication, information 
transmitted by means of communication 
other than the exchanging of genes

Faculty Professors who teach, perform research, 
and provide service.

Famine 1315-1322, killed millions in Northern 
Europe, due to failure of crops 

Fees Optional payment for something extra.  
Strictly speaking fees can be avoided by 
not paying for the service, or else they are 
tuition that is being hidden by calling it 
something else.

Feudalism System obligations where a vassal owes 
service to a lord.  

Fitna Series of religious wars caused by the 
Shia-Sunni split

Four Steps of the Edu-
cation and Communica-
tion Process

Acquisition of knowledge, manipulation of 
that knowledge to discover new truths, 
distribution of those truths to others, and 
archiving those truths for future thinkers to 
easily access them

French Model Scholastic education model that empha-
sizes lecture and recitation.

Galens Created the theory of four Humors of 
medicine

German Model Dynamic education model that was devel-
oped and codified by Humbolt that em-
phasizes experimentation and research as 
a method of learning.
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Grading A mark or rating indicating achievement or 
the worth of work of a student

Graduate Studies Prepare students to teach and do re-
search in the field, the process of writing a 
thesis makes one eligible for tenure

Grants Money given to an institution to support 
teaching, service, and research.

Great Books Model A scholastic education model that as-
sumes that an undergraduate degree can 
be obtained by reading great books, this 
modern model returns to the scholastic 
French model

Hadrian (117-138 CE) Roman Emperor, sustained 
Rome and pushed Rome to one of its 
largest expansions

Hanifa School Sunni law school founded by Abu Hanifa, 
arranging and codifying Islamic legal 
thinking

Harold Innis Theory of technological determinism, idea 
of time binding communication and space 
binding communication

Hebrews (1000 BCE) People of Jerusalem in the 
south Mediterranean before the Jews

Herodotus Greek scholar who wrote the Histories, 
history told as a story from sources in-
stead of as a myth

Hieroglyphics Earliest form of writing from the cradle of 
civilization, used pictures to communicate
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Hippocrates Greek who created a standardized system 
for physicians to use in the treatment of 
people, before Galens

Hippocratic Oath Physicians must “Do no harm” 

Historia ecclesiastica 
gentis Anglorum

History of English people written by the 
venerable Bede

Holy Roman Empire Western half of the Roman Empire, called 
itself “holy” to differentiate from the East-
ern Empire

Homo (2 million years BP) Developed in the 
plains of Africa, used tools, had no lan-
guage, genus that includes modern hu-
mans

Homo Sapiens (250,000 BP) Used increasingly sophisti-
cated tools and migrated

House of Wisdom Founded in Bagdad by al-Mansur, was 
originally a palace library, acted as a re-
pository and translation service for Greek 
works

Iberian Peninsula Modern day Spain and Portugal

Ibn al-Haytham (965-1039 CE) Developed scientific 
method, worked in optics and mathemat-
ics

Illiad Religious story telling written by Homer 
about the Trojan war

Imam Muslim religious leaders, Shia sees 12 
imams as infallible leaders of the Muslim 
religion after the death of Muhammed
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Imperial Rule or authority of a sovereign state over 
its dependencies

Industrial Revolution Started by watt steam engine and enlight-
enment

Islamic Golden Age Sunni legal scholarship, translation of for-
eign works into Arabic 

Isonomic Law (510 BCE, Greek Classical Era) Required 
broad literacy in Athens, equal in law and 
rights

Jabir Ibn Hayyan (721-815 CE) Experimental chemistry

Jemdet Nasr First dynasty of Samarians, Tigris Euphra-
tes complex, used cuneiform

Jesus the Nazarean (4-30/33 BCE) Taught morality and value 
of individual life that hadnʼt existed before

Josephus (0-70 BCE) Hebrew General who fought 
the Jews, wrote the book The War of the 
Jews

Jovian Last pagan emperor of Rome, reestab-
lished Christianity in Rome

Judas Maccabeus “The Hammer,” leader of the Jews, threw 
out the Seleucids in 165 BCE 

Julian Calendar reform, developed concept of 
leap year

Julius Caesar (Death in 44 BCE) First emperor of Rome, 
saw Rome go from a republic to an em-
pire, defeated Gauls and became so pow-
erful that he was eventually killed for being 
too powerful

FINAL	  STUDY	  GUIDE	  FOR	  THE	  UNIVERSITY	  	  Created	  by	  Danielle	  Brandli

The Thin Tweed Line - Professor Steve Jackson

http://www.humanstudy.org/
http://www.humanstudy.org/


TERM: DEFINITION:

Justinian I (527-565 CE) Ruler of the Eastern Roman 
Empire, reunited the east and west Ro-
man Empires, wrote corpus juris civilis in 
which he codified and collected all the 
principal imperial statuses and made them 
available to the public

Kingdom of Judah Destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar and the 
Babylonians in 589 BCE, Jerusalem, Jew-
ish kingdom before the Exile

Kingdom of Samaria First kingdom in the Tigris Euphrates Val-
ley

Learning Outcomes As-
sessment

Method of finding how well a university or 
professor is teaching, based on if the in-
tended learning goals are met, an as-
sessment of the students knowledge be-
fore compared to the students knowledge 
after

Liberal Arts Made up of the Trivium and Quadrivium

Lucius Mummius Roman general who destroyed Carthage 
in the final Punic war, killed everyone and 
set everything on fire

Malik Ibn Anas (714-796 CE) Founded Sunni school 
Maliki school

Manipulation Second step of the education and com-
munication process

Marcus Aurelius (161-180 CE) An emperor of Rome, one of 
two emperors who greatly expanded the 
empire

Mark (Book) First gospel, primary account of Jesusʼ life 
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Merchants Fourth estate of feudalism (merchants)

Minoan (2000-1400 BCE) Become the Greeks, 
wiped out by a volcano

Monastic Schools Schools based on monasteries, taught re-
ligion, known for scriptoriums

Morril Act (1859) Gave land to colleges to fund new 
colleges focused on agriculture, health, 
and technology

Muawiyah I Brother in law of Muhammed, was a 
scribe then served as a military officer un-
der Sunni Islamic rulers, expansion of Is-
lam, first member of Ummayyad caliphate

Muhammad (570-632 BCE) Born in Mecca into a 
wealthy Arab family, was a trader, marries 
in 595 BCE, becomes the first prophet of 
the Muslim religion in 610 BCE, spread 
Islam from 624-632 BCE

Mycenae (1900-1100 BCE) Become the Greeks, 
ended by a Barbarian invasion, canʼt 
translate their writing

Nebuchadnezzar Babylonian king who exiled the Jews, 
wanted everyone to worship Zoroastrian-
ism

Newcoman Invented the engine

Nile Cradle of civilization

Nobility First estate of feudalism (fight)

Notker the Stammerer Monk who taught people outside of the 
monasteries
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Octavian Another name for Augustus Caesar, was 
responsible for finishing off dictatorship of 
Rome by eliminating remaining senate 
members

Odoacer German mercenary who defeated Rome, 
deposed Romulus Augustus

On the Causes of 
Plants

(Book) Written by Theophrastus, basis for 
botany and life sciences 

Out of Africa Theory that humans evolved out of Africa

Oxford One of the first universities, ran by profes-
sors, influenced the creation of Bologna

Passive Learning Not active learning, learning that is based 
on lecturing not “doing”

Paris Master run theological school

Paul (Saul) of Tarsus Spread Judaism across Rome, biblical 
writer, his letters are the earliest surviving 
Christian literature

Peasant revolt Triggered by rising taxes to pay for war, 
led to the depopulation of the countryside 
and growing freedom for the new middle 
class

Pepin the Short Son of Charles Martel, took the Roman 
crown after his father refused

Persian Empire Took over the Greeks

Plato Greek philosopher, pupil of Socrates, 
teacher of Aristotle, created the idea of 
Forms, formed the Academy
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Pope Sylvester II (Ger-
bert) 

Believed to be a devil worshipper because 
of his knowledge, went to Cordova and 
brought back the trivium, quadrivium, 
scholastic system, and dynamic system

Priesthood Second estate of feudalism (pray)

Primary Support Staff Division of staff who perform direct tasks 
that free professors to teach or direstly 
support the education process, example: 
administration, registrar, people who run 
labs

Professional Studies Also called the first professional degree, 
studies that students do to obtain a sec-
ond degree that is not a graduate degree, 
example: MBA, lawyer, doctor, lab assis-
tant

Provost A senior administrative officer on a cam-
pus, concerned with internal affairs

Ptolemy Alexander the Greatʼs general, secured 
Egypt

Punic Wars Defeat of Carthage by Lucius Mummius, 
signaled the rise of the Roman Empire in 
146 CE

Quadrivium Observational sciences without experi-
mentation, astronomy, music, geometry, 
and mathematics

Qurʼan Sayings of Muhammad recorded by his 
companions
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Research Dynamic aspect of education that involves 
experimentation and development of new 
knowledge, one of the three duties of a 
faculty member

Roman Empire Started by Julius Caesar, about 400 years 
long 

Roman Republic (Formed in 450 BCE) After 400 years of 
dictatorship

Romans People of Rome

Romulus Augustus Last Western Roman Emperor, deposed 
by Odoacer in 476 CE

Schism (1054 CE) Split between Catholic Church 
and eastern orthodox

Scholastic Education system that was based on past 
truths and doesnʼt recognize the need for 
change

Scholasticism Static learning

Scriptoriums Monks who copied scripts

Secondary Support 
Staff

Division of staff that is not involved with 
day to day education, staff who do not free 
professors to teach, example: student 
government workers, athletic center work-
ers, coaches

Seluceus Alexander the Greats general, took over 
Persia

Service One of the three duties of a faculty mem-
ber, anything that aids the university
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Shared Governance Governance of higher education institu-
tions in which control is shared by the fac-
ulty and the administration

Shia Muslim sect, saw blood and marital rela-
tives of Muhammed as the key to creation 
of the Muslim nation, 12 imams as leaders 
of Muslim religion, 3 branches, was the 
persecuted minority, lead religious revolts

Socrates Greek philosopher, teacher of Plato, death 
by hemlock poison

Solonian Constitution Classical Greek concept, made wealth the 
basis for political power rather than birth, 
made all males essentially equal

Space Binding Media is designed to move through space, 
used to send instructions through an em-
pire

Staff The body of people who maintain the op-
erations of a university

Student Evaluation Professor teaches a course and then stu-
dents judge their teaching based on the 
studentʼs personal perception, measures 
enjoyment of the learning process

Student Union Organization that provides social and rec-
reational activities to students, original 
purpose was to fight for student rights and 
maintain student health and welfare

Subject Person who lives in a state owned by a 
royal

Sumer Cradle of civilization, ruled by Jemdet 
Nasr
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Sunni Muslim sect, Muslim nation should be 
ruled by laws based on original teachings 
of Islam by Muhammed

Synagogues Place of communal study and prayer cre-
ated after the exile

Teaching On of the three duties of a faculty mem-
ber, to impart knowledge or skill, to give 
instruction

Technological Deter-
minism

Idea that technology leads to social and 
political change, society does what tech-
nology allows us to do

Tenure Concept of a faculty member gaining the 
highest level of academic freedom by 
proving their ability over a certain period of 
time, supposed to be research based

Terminal Degree Highest academic degree in a field of 
study, most professors have a terminal 
degree in the modern university

The Canon of Medicine (Book) Written by Avicenna, rejected Ga-
lens theory of humors and outlined ex-
perimental medicine

The Histories (Book) Written by Herodotus, gave an ac-
count of the Greco-Persian war

The Persians (Book) Written by Aeschylus, tragic Greek 
play

Theophrastus Wrote On the Causes of Plants and En-
quiry into Plants
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TERM: DEFINITION:

Thomas Jefferson Founded University of Virginia, important 
for enlightenment and humanism, alumni 
of William and Mary College

Tigris and Euphrates Cradle of civilization, developed cuneiform

Time Binding Media designed to survive over time, used 
to communicate information from genera-
tion to generation

Top-Down Model Modern model of a university in which a 
president elects a provost, the provost 
elects the dean, the dean elects the 
chairs, and the chairs elect the faculty, 
most universities today are made up of a 
combination of both the top-down and 
bottom-up models

Torah Jewish holy book, Genesis to Deuteron-
omy 

Trajan (98-117 CE) Pushed Rome to one of its 
largest expansions

Trivium General sciences and education, grammar 
and rhetoric dialect

Tuition Mandatory charge that all students pay for 
their education

Ummayyad Dynasty First Islamic dynasty that expanded Islam 
to the Mediterranean and Spain, attempt 
to expand into the kingdom of the Franks 
but were defeated at Poitiers, Muslim 
lands become major trade route

Undergraduate Studies Studies of a student who is working to-
wards but has not yet received a degree
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University of Al Karaou-
ine

(859 CE) First University

Venerable Bede Wrote the Historia ecclesiastica gentis 
Anglorum, known for BC and AD

Venus Figure (22000 BCE) Earliest form of portable 
human communication, found in Willen-
dorf, made of oolitic limestone

War of the Jews (Book) (69-71 CE) Written by Josephus, 
key primary source for Jesus of Naz-
arethʼs life

Watt Refines engine into watt engine steam in 
1815

William and Mary Col-
lege

Trains people who run the American 
Revolution, used French Model

Yeoman class Soldiers, weak knights

Ywh Name for God, was recognized as its own 
god before the Exile

Zahir al-riwaya Collective work of Muslim law written by 
al-Shaybani, becomes one of the most in-
fluential works of Muslim law

Zoroastrianism Religion in the Mediterranean basin, pro-
found effect on other religions, develop-
ment of Judaism, zoro means ultimate god
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